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The Lakes Environmental Association (LEA) 

is a non-profit organization founded in 1970 

with the goal of preserving and restoring high 

water quality and traditional character of 

Maineõs lakes, watersheds and related natural 

resources. Headquartered in Bridgton, Maine, 

LEAõs service area includes six towns in the 

western Maine Lakes Region, although its 

reach and influence extends across the whole 

state. 

Lake Water Testing 

Water testing on 41 lakes and ponds in LEAõs 

service area occurs every year through 

traditional and advanced testing initiatives. 

Data collected and presented in this report 

contributes to our long-term understanding of 

lake/pond behavior and health. Our data is 

available to the public through Maineõs 

Department of Environmental Protection and 

on LEAõs website. 

Invasive Plant Program 

LEAõs Milfoil Control Team successfully 

eradicated invasive Variable Leaf Milfoil from 

Brandy Pond and the Songo River in 2015, 

after over a decade of hard work. The focus 

shifted to Sebago Cove in 2016, where a dense 

infestation threatens nearby waterbodies, and 

in 2017 they began work on Long Lake after 

an infestation was found there. LEAõs 

program continues to be a model for the 

entire state.  

Environmental Education 

LEA offers environmental education 

programs to local elementary, middle, and 

high schools, reaching over 1,000 students 

annually. LEA also hosts educational 

programs for all ages at the Holt Pond 

Preserve, Highland Research Forest, and 

Pondicherry Park, all of which LEA played a 

key role in establishing.  

Landowner and Municipal Assistance 

LEA provides technical assistance to residents 

interested in preventing erosion on their 

property. This service helps educate 

landowners about simple erosion control 

techniques and existing land use regulations.  

LEA also works with municipalities on 

comprehensive planning, natural resources 

inventories, and ordinance development.  

Courtesy Boat Inspections 

Every summer, LEA hires over 30 courtesy 

boat inspectors to educate boaters at public 

boat launches about invasive plants and help 

them perform inspections on their watercraft. 

This program, begun by LEA, has been 

adopted across the state. 

Maine Lake Science Center 

Opened in 2015, LEAõs Maine Lake Science 

Center is a hub for lake research in the state. 

The center regularly hosts researcher retreats 

and other events at its remodeled and 

renovated energy-efficient headquarters 

located in Bridgton. 

About LEA 

You can become an LEA member 

with a donation of any amount. Just 

mail a check to LEA, 230 Main St., 

Bridgton, ME 04009 or join online 

at www.mainelakes.org.  
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LEA would not be able to test the 41 lakes and ponds of this area without strong support from 

our surrounding community. Every year, we rely on volunteer monitors, lakefront landowners, 

summer interns, and financial support from lake associations and the towns of Bridgton, 

Denmark, Harrison, Naples, Sweden, and Waterford to be able to continue to monitor and 

analyze lake water quality.  Thank you for all your help! 
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2019 Water Testing Crew 
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