
The Friends of Wilson Lake (FOWL) is excited to introduce a new program to involve the business community in the Courtesy Boat Inspection (CBI) program.  We have had a great response from the local business community.  We are pleased to initiate our 2016 program with a $500 donation from KeyBank to sponsor the first two weekends of the summer.  KeyBank is proud to support its local communities through charitable sponsorships and partnerships with nonprofit organizations for community events.  Further, under the direction of Chief Executive Officer Beth Mooney, KeyBank is constantly pursuing business practices to help the environment.

FOWL has been inspecting boats entering and leaving Wilson Lake since 2003.  Students are hired to conduct these inspections and the town of Wilton pays them with all costs fully subsidized by FOWL.   The costs have been immense averaging well in excess of $4000 per year.  Some of these expenses are offset by grants secured by FOWL and provided by the state but much of this expense is from donations by members of the organization.   In addition FOWL members provide about 150 volunteer hours in support of the CBI effort.

To maintain these inspections at the same level, FOWL is asking our business partners to assist with this effort.  For a modest cost of $250 a business can sponsor a weekend of boat monitoring, receive recognition in the kiosk at the boat launch, secure an ad in the FOWL newsletters published three times a year and know that they are helping to keep invasive plants out of our pristine lake.  Interested partners can contact Wynn Muller at wynnmuller@comcast.net.

Why do we inspect boats?  According to the Lake Environmental Association, much of Maine’s economy is based upon recreation and tourism: Maine’s lakes bring in $2.3 billion dollars annual into Maine’s economy.  The visitors to those lakes spend a total of $3.5 billion in Maine each year, $1.8 billion which goes directly to the income of Maine residents at 50,000 jobs statewide.  The dense growth and rapid spread of milfoil and other invasive plants along lakeshores dramatically impedes swimming and fishing.  As the quality of our waterways declines, people are less likely to visit them.  Additionally, a 2001 Maine DEP repost states that if Maine suffers infestations even a ‘fraction’ as severe as of those in experienced elsewhere, lakefront property owners can expect an average property devaluation in excess of $12,000.  This impacts the tax cost to all non-lake residents as well.

Invasive plants are transported from lake to lake in many ways, but the most frequent and the one we can most control are from boats.  Plant fragments become attached to boats, boat trailers, and other aspects of boating and are dislodged in the new lake where they begin a new life.  Once in a lake, they are most difficult and expensive to eradicate. Fortunately, in Maine we only have about 30 lakes currently infested but that number is growing each year in spite of our significant efforts.  In 2001 legislation was passed making it finable to have any plant attached to a boat out of water.  Violations can result in fines of $500 up to $2500 for subsequent offences.

FOWL has been inspecting boats for 12 years now and over that time have inspected over 7000 boats at a total cost well exceeding $40,000.  Over that time we have had 39 different students monitoring boats with many of them repeating up to 4 years.  Our cookbook, Favorites of Wilson Lake, published in 2008 was dedicated to the Courteous Boat Inspection (CBI) program and we sold over 1000 copies to help support the program over the years.  The town has also been a strong supporter of the program helping to sell the cookbooks and providing administrative assistance.

Statewide over 83,000 boats were inspected in 2014 by 710 monitors representing over 100 organizations including some BASS clubs that also promote self inspection of all boats entering and leaving lakes.  The statewide monitoring grants are supported by the milfoil sticker that is a part of all boat registrations in the state and with a surcharge to out of state boaters.  In 2014 nearly 15 million dollars was raised through the sticker fee program.  About half of these monies are used to prevent the spread of milfoil while the remainder is used in an attempt to eradicate existing infestations.  It is the hope that in the future all boaters will learn to inspect their own boats.  Until that time, posting inspectors at boat launchers is the most effective way to avoid the treat of spreading of invasive plants and continue to educate boaters as to the importance of inspecting their boats and removing any debris.

One might ask, if we were spending half of our resources in eradicating existing infestations, why not wait for the plants to come and then work to eradicate them.  The reason is that eradication is at best extremely expensive and with very mixed results.  Many creative methods have been explored to remove existing infestations: deep draw downs of the water level; use of weevils who consume these plants; use of herbicides; commercial harvesters; benthic blankets covering the lake bottom; harvesting by hand by scuba divers.  Most have more disadvantages than advantages.  For example, commercial harvesters must be used repeatedly and they create particles of the plant that exacerbates the spread of the invasive plants.  Use of divers accomplished the same particle spread until they discovered that a boat with a vacuum could accompany the diver and the diver would insert all plants removed into the vacuum tube to be suctioned to the surface – a very costly process.
